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SUBJ : ICAO - DRAFT STATE LETTER REGARDING INTERCEPTION OF 
CIVIL AIRCRAFT ( C- WP/5802) 

THE COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER FOLLOWING TEXT MORNING SESSION 
JUNE 22. QUOTE SIR. 

1. I HAVE THE HONOUR TO INFORM YOU THAT THE COUNCIL OF ICAO, 

AT THE 5 TH MEETING OF ITS 79 TH SESSION ON 6 JUNE 1973, CON- 
SIDERED THE NEED FOR FURTHER ICAO ACTION DESIGNED TO AVOID 
INTERCEPTION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT AND TO REDUCE TO A MINIMUM 
THE RISKS RESULTING FROM ANY SUCH INTERCEPTION. THE COUNCIL 
INSTRUCTED ME, FURTHER TO LETTER AN 13/16 - 66/129 OF 12 SEPT 
1966 ( A COPY OF WHICH IS ATTACHED), AND PENDING THE RESULT OF 
THE STUDY DESCRIBED IN PARA 5 BELOW, TO URGE CONTRACTING STATES: 

A) TO AVOID INTERCEPTION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT AND TO ENGAGE IN THE 
INTERCEPTION OF A CIVIL AIRCRAFT ONLY AS A LAST RESORT; 

B) TO LIMIT ANY ACTION, IN SUCH CASES OF LAST RESORT, TO 

THAT REQUIRED TO IDENTIFY THE CIVIL AIRCRAFT CONCERNED AND TO 
ASSIST IT IN AVOIDING ANY PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED AREAS AND IN 
PROCEEDING TO DESTINATION. IN THE EXCEPTIONAL CASE WHERE THE 
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INTERCEPTED AIRCRAFT WILL BE REQUIRED TO LAND IN THE TERRITORY 
OVERFLOWN, THE DESIGNATED AERODROME MUST BE SUITABLE FOR THE 
AIRCRAFT TYPE CONCERNED; 

C) TO USE, WHEN INTERCEPTION OF A CIVIL AIRCRAFT HAS BEEN UNDER- 
TAKEN, THE PROCEDURES AND VISUAL SIGNALS IN ATTACHMENT A TO MY 
LETTER REFERRED TO ABOVE, AS AMENDED BY CORRIGENDUM OF EVEN 
REFERENCE OF 7 SEPT 1967 ( ATTACHED), AND TO REFRAIN FROM THE USE 
OF ARMS. 

2. DURING ITS DISCUSSION, THE COUNCIL DIRECTED ME TO REITERATE 
TO STATES THE NECESSITY OF INCLUDING INTERCEPTION PROCEDURES, 
INCLUDING THOSE IN 1 C) ABOVE, IN THEIR AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION 
PUBLICATIONS IF THEY DID NOT FIND IT POSSIBLE TO ELIMINATE THE 
PRACTICE OF INTERCEPTION ALTOGETHER. 

3. THE COUNCIL WAS AWARA THAT THE SUBJECT OF INTERCEPTION OF 
CIVIL AIRCRAFT ALSO INVOLVES ASPECTS RELATING TO PRACTICES BY 
STATE AIRCRAFT, AND THAT THESE ARE NOT WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE 
CHICAGO CONVENTION. HOWEVER, IN RECOGNIZING THAT THESE ASPECTS 
ARE OF PRIME SIGNIFICANCE TO THE SAFETY OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT 
ENGAGED IN INTERNATIONAL AIR NAVIGATION, IT CONSIDERED IT 
APPROPRIATE THAT ICAO ADDRESS STATES WITH ITS RECOMMENDATIONS 
ON THE THE SUBJECT. 

4. COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN PARAS 1 AND 2 ABOVE 
WILL REQUIRE CO- ORDINATION BETWEEN AND CO- OPERATIVE EFFORT BY 
VARIOUS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND HIGH- LEVEL AUTHORITIES. THE 
COUNCIL TRUSTED THAT ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN THROUGH APPROPRIATE 
CHANNELS WITH THE RELEVANT AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES WITHIN 
EACH STATE CONCERNED. 

5. AT THE SAME MEETING, THE COUNCIL REQUESTED THE AIR NAVIGATION 
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE SUBJECT OF INTERCEPTION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT 
AND TO DEVELOP APPROPRIATE DRAFT MATERIAL. IN SO DOING, THE 
COUNCIL EMPHASIZED THE DESIRABILITY OF THE STUDY BEING COMMENDED 
AND COMPLETED AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE. THE RESULTS OF THE WORK 

OF THE AIR NAVIGATION COMMISSION WILL BE PROCESSED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE REGULAR PRACTICES OF THE ORGANIZATION AND YOU WILL THERE- 
FORE BE INVITED TO COMMENT ON ANY PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENT OF 
ICAO REGULATORY PROVISIONS. YOU ARE INVITED TO INFORM ME, BEFORE 
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15 AUG 1973, OF ANY EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE ACCUMULATED OR DIFFICU- 
LTIES YOU HAVE ENCOUNTERED IN APPLYING THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE 
ABOVE- MENTIONED LETTER AN 13/16 - 66/129 WHICH YOU FEEL MIGHT BE 
OF VALUE TO THE AIR NAVIGATION COMMISSION IN ITS WORK. 

6. COPIES OF THE PRESENT LETTER ARE ALSO BEING SENT TO 
GOVERNMENTS OF NON- CONTRACTING STATES FOR THEIR INFORMATION. 
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ACCEPT, SIR, THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. ( SIGNED) 
ASSAD KOTAITE, SECRETARY GENERAL 

ENCLOSURES: STATE LETTER AN 13/16 / 66/129 OF 12 SEPT 1966 
AND CORRIGENDUM OF 7 SEPT 19 67 

ACTION REQUIRED: COMPLIANCE WITH PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2; REPLY TO 
PARAGRAPHS, IF APPLICABLE, BY 15 AUG 1973. UNQUOTE. 
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